NOTICE OF COMPLETION AND AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
To:
All Interested Parties
Re: 
RUSSELL RANCH PROJECT DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Russell Ranch Project is now available for public review. The City of Folsom has prepared a DEIR to examine the potential environmental impacts of the proposed Russell Ranch Project located south of U.S. Highway 50 (US 50) within the City of Folsom. The proposed project site is situated within the eastern Hillside District of the Folsom Plan Area Specific Plan (FPASP). 
The proposed project would consist of Large-Lot and Small-Lot Vesting Tentative Subdivision Maps. The Large-Lot Subdivision Map would subdivide the 429.7-acre site into 34 lots by use. The Small-Lot Subdivision Maps would then subdivide the Large-Lot into smaller individual residential lots. The proposed project consists of a 429.7-acre Planned Development, including the development of approximately 875 residential units on 216.9 acres, 164 acres of parks and open space, 14.3 acres of public/quasi-public uses (including a 9.7-acre elementary school site), and 34.5 acres of associated off-site backbone infrastructure and roadway improvements. The proposed project includes off-site infrastructure for water, sewer and road improvements necessary to serve the planned development. 
The project applicant is seeking the following entitlements: General Plan Amendment, Specific Plan Amendment, Amendment to the First Amended and Restated Development Agreement (ARDA), Vesting Tentative Large-Lot and Small-Lot Subdivision Maps, Planned Development Permit and Design Guidelines, Affordable Housing Agreement, and Affordable Housing Plan. The proposed land use and zoning changes would result in a decrease in Single Family (SF), the addition of new Single-Family High Density (SFHD), decrease in Multi-Family Low Density (MLD), elimination of Multi-Family Medium Density (MMD), elimination of General Commercial (GC), and an increase in Parks (P), Open Space (OS), and Public/Quasi-Public (P-QP) from the land uses approved in the FPASP.
The DEIR describes the existing environmental resources that could be affected by the project, the potential impacts from the implementation of the proposed project, alternatives for the project, and the proposed avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts. The following chapters of the DEIR identified potentially significant impacts that are reduced to a less-than-significant level with the implementation of mitigation measures: Aesthetics, Air Quality and Climate Change; Biological Resources; Cultural Resources; Noise; Public Services, Utilities, and Hydrology; and Transportation, Traffic, and Circulation. Even with implementation of mitigation measures, the DEIR found that some impacts identified in the Aesthetics, Air Quality and Climate Change, and Transportation, Traffic, and Circulation chapters would be significant and unavoidable.
The project site is not listed on any of the lists of sites enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code including, but not limited to, lists of hazardous waste facilities, land designated as hazardous waste property, and hazardous waste disposal sites.

The public review period for the DEIR commences on December 17, 2014 and ends on February 2, 2015. Copies of the DEIR are available for viewing at the Community Development Department at 50 Natoma Street, Folsom, California 95630 or the document can be viewed at http://www.folsom.ca.us/city_services/a_z_index.asp.
Upon completion of the public review period, a Final EIR will be prepared.  All comments received on the DEIR by February 2, 2015 will be considered and responded to in the Final EIR. Please send any comments to Scott Johnson, Planning Manager at 50 Natoma Street, Folsom CA 95630, or at sjohnson@folsom.ca.us.  For questions, please call (916) 355-7222.
